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French TV Special 



1 1/28/76 



, Whan Jaan-Michel Charlior phoned from the Statolr-^tlon about noon yeatarday his 
purpose was for a® to sand him a copy of Frame-Up in time for bin to talcs to France when 
he leaves tomorrow ar.d to ask if I would spphlc to him when ho returns in February. When 
I told him the book could not possible reach him tin "time 'he aslcod if I could 30 to Washing 
tpn Monday. I told him I could not. However,. I Invited him bore. 

When? he asked. , • 



My "anytime beginning now" response apparently disconcerted Him because h® appeared 
not to know how to respond. X assured^ him that out only arrangements for tk© day wore 
social, that if I were not willing to ho helpful to him I'd not he inviting him, that 

1 was jure I could .bo of help to him, and that there would be no intrusion into our 

plans with dinner with' old friends if he came. I told him I did not have to ask my wife 

and that ha should bring any co-worker, companion of if she were travelling with him his 

wife. Although he was at first reluctant he agreed, saying he would he here about 5. 'I 
N . - • ' • 
gave him directions and ho wroto them, down* ' 

At the end of what was a fairly long conversation I suggested strongly that - if h© 

had no 'other obligations it would bo a good idea to come as soon as, he could bodaus® ' 

once here he might want more time tha± he had, 

' “ . i . . • ‘ , 

’Ian and Crispins McDonald were here* They and Lil were about to leave to do some 

shopping* Kim Gorr was due in about 5 on her return from Thanksgiving with her parents 

in Erie* She was tb overnight* The McDonalds were baby-sitting .an exceptionally bright 

2 1/2 year-old girl Annie Johnson so her parents would bo free to attend a wedding and 
the party after it* I was working on cerrespondenco and filing* 

Kim decided to make the trip without a break* She rolled in almost as soon j&s 

as the - shopping expedition loft* I had then just begun to ropond to a full pound of 

mailing fro& John Larry Hay, from tho federal prison in Marion, 111. 

Kim waa leaving instead of remaining to meet a Into train on which her roomata 
1 / early 

was returning to college and her boyfriend's plane in the a,m. This and tho need to 
return Annie for early bidding ^led Lil to set supper for 5, tho time the Charliors wore 
duo® When thoy were not hero on time the* women went ahead with tho meal* "Tho French arc 
never on tine, English Ian explained* 

After tho meal tho others* left, Lil and 1 sat back to ixxax rolax. I to think of what 

i 

I'd do for the rest of tho night® I had just poured a drink and returned to a chair with 
it when I saw headlights coming in the lane* Jt was the Charliers, with apologies and 
explanations I did not comprehend through Ms accent* Thoy demurred when I asked if they 
had eaton, wo insisted and thoy iaudgled an appront excellent apetite, ,.thar consumption 
amplQ indication of their sincerity in praising Lil's cooking* Ac talked while they at®, 



We then continued talking until 11:30, when they left* 
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It was a day on which nothing that was 'planned wa.S dona* It was the kind of day 
t!$at was not interf erred with by not going on shcedulc. Of all' I ! d planned I was able to 
do only one thing, go to the post office for a certified mailing from a source on the 

CIA 1 s behavior-aiidification and kind-binding experiments* 

, / 

ftichcl, as he prefers to be called, is'' a vefy largo manm six foot of more and of 
exceptional ^irth* His tro3uers do not reach his waisto. 

His s^oack is so. large it seems that he. cannot button Ms jacket* 

d .1 • 

From Ms ejar he is productour- deleguo M Radio-Mffusion-Tole vision Franca iso. 

From his Conversation he lias made many specials in the ^rJLtcd States* . v 

On one, J. Edgar Hoover, 'he interviewod.DcIto BcLoacli. He says .^cLoach told him 
that hf was in charge of the Mag assassination investigation, that Ray was a pidgooii 
in it, ’arid that black. Mljtants wore behind it* promised me a tape of this interview# 
In it DeLoach also described* dug 1 s visit to il ooker t s office. Hoover had his King 
dossier prominently in view* BcLoach told Kichel that once King had seen the bulk of the 
dozzier on himself he moderated' Ms attacks on th© FBI. 

What interested me is the FBI 1 s belief there had been a conspiracy ar.d that Ray 
( was only a pid&eou, meaning ^not the assassin. 

Tho evening also did not go as planked. Michel altered his plans while ho was hero 
for much more than the hour he f d indicated# Instead- of coming back in February he wanted » 
to know if when he returns next week we can got together** I told Mm after the 2d, whom 
°im and I. arc in court again* Ibis makes it appear' that he is not returning to France 
of is going for about overnight because thp first, tho day ho askoc} about, is only two 
1 v days after M3 scheduled flight# 

Hq had already interviewed Downing# ^y the new committees chairman he was assured 

that Castro killed JFK*. - . . K * 

Ho did little talking about the Ring assassination, most about the JFK one. 

In the course of this ho explored who did it*I would only in terms of who had an 

interest, making it clour tl*at while many could liavo had an interest they were not all 
i , . • . 

assassinas and that there, is no real basifi for elimination. During tM3 discussion ho 

asked about 'oil men. This reminded mo of Farewell America raid I mentioned it and Lamarre. 

Ho seemed to hav<? only a xzx hazy knowledge of it when I first mentioned' it* K© k ew tho 

original title was L*AmqriquQ Brule. I traced itp- history a/ little more 'because it is a 

^roncli venture and vie went on to other topics. When he •• asked about a clear print of tho 

Z»#rud®r; film I returned to this to toll Mm an excellent one is, available in France* 

Ho to he was direct in apknow led ging Ms personal knowledge# 

% impression when I first mentioned Farewell America, with details that linked 

Lamcirre to oil and the corporate and printing and distribution history, with names and 

places, was that he was fudging, that he know more than he. let on. Wo bad talked for . 

several hours when I returned to Lamarr© and Ms excellent print and the transparencies 






he had shown mein. &ew Orleans# "Lsmarre has two prints, "I told hin, "One is' a akxyyx 
copy of. the made-up one Life gave him to bo avle to trace his leaking of it, the other 
he says he -got from the Kennedy family*" 1 

’•From. Robert, he told me , " Ivichol responded, dropping all pretense ' of Mving no 

* * . r 

personal knowledge * 

"He is SBECE," I said*- Michel acknowledged tMs* I went no farthur with the * ranch 

intelligence intrusion into .the Garrison operation except to explain briefly my connection 

with ending tiio prospects of the movie Farewell American prior to' the Shaw trial 'and the 

lack, pf need for it at the trial because Bethel has stolen the case summary for the defense* 
1 ' ■ . 

However, he 'does not want, docs not want to ^ ask for or thinks ho cannot get the 3DSCE 
print*, I offered to lend him mine, tho antecedents of which I told Mm, or to try to obtain 
a good" one in 16m of the s low-mot ion, which I recommended as better for Ms purposes* 

He seems to hate turns don strongly 0 I think it was the manner in which I responded 
and -ggRrad conspiracy, separate from who conspired, Ms interest. I told Mm that no 
natter how complicated lawyers try to make conspiracy appear' to bo it is simple, no norq 
than a combination in. an illegality. Tho complication is in proving who conspired, iot 

? ■ i 

thaj; there had boon a combination to do wrong* In "this case it was already .established 

by my work arid official evidence J had pbtained that 1 ) the assassination was not committed 

as official alleged and 2) it was beyond the capability of. a single cnan* iJ -'o tMs I added 
^ • 1 
proof of the official knowledge of both in the sense of that being a subordinate and later 

official conspiracy into wh ich I wont in terms of 'political mieed pf the moment and not 

thereafter changed when the nbe.d disappeared* ’I showed him illustrations in Post Mortem* 

On tho lack of Commission innocence, whore ho thought Boggs in particular was" innocent *- 

so I think the. nuts had had Ms car - I read from ‘the executive session transcripts of 

1/22/64 aid l/27. It obviously astounded Mm, as he showed in face as' .much as words* 

1 

When he phoned I* d told Ma I could provide Mm with visuals, including official 



documents never soon- on* tho tube* Before he left ho said that .when- he returned ho would 
like to obtain the pictures I had shown him, that he would.. pay m: for this and that ho- 
meant not for copies only but that ho would pay me well* I agreed* I tMnk he sees the , 
possibilities of the formula I have had in mind since proposing it to CBS in the ix 1 Muter 
ot 1966-6 and of the visual evidence I have if not .also the history of obtaining .this evidence 

1 

I can seo no reason for Ms having lied in saying ho had to return to France tomorrow, 11/29, 
0.1 in saying he would be back in February to shoot. When he then asked about cur ^etting 
-'-ogether again ir, the first, which is only the third day after he had, said he wan flying 



the ocean, although I said notMnp I took this an an indication of Ms recognitition of 
these TV possibilitios and an interest in using them* 

He has a good grounding in wliat is generally believe about the JFK assassination* 

I did not ask Mm all he had interviewed* 
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***** ™ S * cial 11/2^/76 

W*.u J.an-Kichel Charlier *hon*d from the Statel ration about *>.n yenterday hi a 

?ar?0a * Wtta f0r “ t0 B * nd 4 co >* o f Fraue-Uy ia tin for him to take to Franco when 
k* 1 W . 3 tomorrow and to ask if I would 3? e«k to him whan ho return la February. When 
1 told him the book could aot yoauible reach him la tlM he asked if I could go to Wa Mae- 
t?a Monday. I told his 1 coaid aot. However, 1 lavitad hla her*. 

Whea? hs asked. 

i^y "anytime bei;i»aiag now” response apparently disconcerted him because he ay earnd 
«ot to know how to rtJSipocd. I assured tala that out only arrangements for te day ware 
social, that if I were aot willing to be holyfu]. to Ma I'd aot be inviting his., that 
1 WttS fgf* 1 could tie of bely to bln, mad that there would bo » 0 intruoioa into our 
ylaus silk dinner with old friends if ha earn.. I told him I did aot hav« to ask my wif. 
and that he should bring aay co-worker, co^yaaioa of if ahe ware travailing with him Ida 
wif#. Although hv was at first reluctant he agreed, Baying k* would be bora about 5. I 
gave his directions and he wrote them down. 

At the ead of wh,t was a fairly long conversation I aug e e«t*d strongly that if fee 
bad ao other obligations it would bo a good Idea to coxa as soon « a ha could because 
oaot her* vuxt otor# tii:« than &o had. 

Iaa and Crigniaa McBeaald ware here. They and idl were about to leave to do some 
shoeing. Kin Oorr was due ia about 5 oa her return from Thanksgiving with her narsats 
i* Erie * Eku Was to Tfa * McDonalds ware baby-.ittlag an exceptionally bright 

2 1/2 year-old girl Annie Johnson so bar $ar*ata would bv free to abided a wedding and 
the party after it, I was working oa corrsayondeace and filing. 

Kin decided to m«k* the trip without a break. She rolled in almost as soon ifcs 
as the ahoy, dag expedition left. I had t ea juet begun to r.yond to a full pound of 
mailing from John harry day, from the federal prison ia Marion, 111. 

Kim was leaving instead of remaining to meet a Integral* on which her rocnate 
was returning to college and her boyfriend's plane in the «.«. This and the need to 
return Annie for early beddiag lad idl to a*« auy^r for 5, the time the Charters were 
due. When they were aot here oa tine the wom«a want ahead with the meal. "The French are 
a*v«r on iiiagliah Ian #xj»lad.n#d« 

After the seal the other, left, Idl and I sat back to ixnxx relax, I to think of what 
d do for the rs.,t of the wight. I had juot poured a drlak and returned to a chair with 
it when I saw headlight# coming in the laae. It wan the Chsrliera, with apologies and 
exyla.-iations I did not conyrehead through his accent. They demurred when I asked if they 
had eaten, we insisted and they iaudgltd am aysraat excellent ayetite, thsir coasumytion 
amyl, iadicatioa of their sincerity ia praising fell's cooking, a. talked while they ate. 

We then continued talking until 1 1 :JJO, when they left. 
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It was a day on which nothing that way planned was do&o, It was the Kind of day 
that was not interf erred with by not going on skeedule, Of all I'd planned I was able to 
do only oao thing, go to thz peat office for a certified taailing from a source on the 
CIA's behavi or-saidif lea tion and hind-beading experiments, 

Kichel, as he prefers to be called , la a v&ry large tiamu six feet of more and of 
exceptional girth. His trosuere do wot reach his waJuite, Mtapgnaiadh^^ 

His atoack is bo large it seems that he cau.uot button his jacket, 

From hi >5 car he is producteuo- delegue Of Radio-Dif f usi on-tele vision Francaise, 

From his conversation he has made many specials in the °oited states. 

On one, J, Sdgar Hoover , he interviewed Deke HeLoach, He says ^eloaeh told him 
that he was in charge of the *±ng assassination investigation, that Ray was a pidgeoa 
in it, and that black militants were behind it, H* promised me a tape of 'this interview* 
la it DeLoaoh alao described *iag’s visit to ^outer's office, Hoover had his King 
dossier proitdn^atly in view, Deloach told Kichel that once Mag had seen the bulk of the 
dossier on himself he moderated his attacks on the FBI, 

What iutarested *ao is t ha FVCL'u belief there Had been a conspiracy and that flay 
was only a pidgeon, meaning not the assassin. 

The evening also did not go as planned, Kichel altered his plans while he was here 
for much wore than the hour he'd indicated, lasted of coning back in February he wanted 
to know if when he returns next week we can get together, I told him after ths 2d, when 
*im and I are in court again. This wakes it appear that he is not returning to France 
of is going for about overnight because the first, th^ day h® asked about, is only two 
day a after hie scheduled flight. 

He had already interviewed Downing, ^ the new cosaiv&ttee' 9 chairman he was assured 
that v a*tro killed JFK, 

He did little talking about the King assassination, moat about the JFK one. 

In th* course of this he explored who did it, I would only in terns of who had an 
interest, sakiag it cloar that while many could huvs had && interest they ware not all 
asnassinas and that there is no real basil for elinln&tlo*. During this discussion he 
asked about oil moa, This reminded me of Farewell America and 1 mentioned it and Lamarrs. 
He seemed to have only a xn hazy knowledge of it when I first stationed it, H* k^ew the 
otiginal title was L'uauriquc Brule, X traced its history a/ little wore because* it is a 
French venture and we went on to other topics. Wfceu he asked about a clear print of the 
Zppruder film I returned to thin to tell him an excellent on; is available in France, 

Here he was direct In acknowledging his personal knowledge, 

% impression, when 1 first mentioned Farewell America, with details that linked 
Lamarre to oil and the corporate and printing and distribution history, with iu»e» and 
places, wa:f that he waa fudging, that he knew more than he let on. We bad talked for 
several hours when I returned to Laaarre and his excellent print and the transparencies 



5 



h* had ahowa »« in %w Orleans, "hararra baa two prints, "X told hi», "Oas is a 
copy of the aade-up oae Lifs gave him to o» avia to trace his leaking of it, the? other 
ha says ha got froa the ^aaaady family," 

'frost Hobart, aw told ta," idchel responded, dropping all pretense of having no 
personal knowledge. 

"Ha is BUSCH, " I oaid, Michel acknowledged this. X want *o farhbur with the k ranch 
iatalligaHC# intrusion iuto the Harrison operation axe apt to explain briefly ay coaaactioa 
with ending the prospects of tho sovia farewell American prior to the Shaw trial aad the 
lack if aaad for It at th* trial because ©athel hue stolen ttu case uunraiy for the defease. 

However, h« does not want, does aot want to nek for or thirks ho cannot got the SHiiCi! 
priut. I offered to load him mint), the antecedents of which I told him, or to try to obtaia 
a good one ia IpaiM of the elow-wotioa, wdoh I recoiaaoaded as better for his purposes. 

He »«*ns to havo turuedoa strongly. I think it wua the manner ia which I responded 
aad SBSXBd conspiracy, *«pamte frees who ooaapired, kin interest. I. told hi*: that no 
matter how complicated lawyer* try to Bake conspiracy appear to be it is simple, ao mors 
than a combination ia an illegality. The complication io in proving who conspired, hot 
that there had boon a combination to do wrong. In this case it was already established 
by iscy work wad official evidence X had obtained that 1 ) the aswaoel^ati on wao aot committed 
as official alleged aad 2) it was beyond the capability of a single man. A o this I added 
proof oi tho official knowledge ol both in the sense of that being a subordinate and later 
ofiu.ci.nl cc i.'jpiraoy into wht.ich 1 went in terse of political mused of the moment and not 
thereafter chamged when the n*«d dioap reared. X showed id a illustrations iu Poot Kortem. 

Oa the lack of c orcudsaion innocence, where he thought Hogg# ia particular was innocent - 
so I tbimx the nuts had had hi;i ear — 1 read fpcu the axwoutiva session transcri its of 
1/22/64 and l/27. It obviouTilj astounded him, as he showed in face as much as words. 

When he phoned I'd told him I could provide him with visuals, including official 
documents never sees on the tub®. Before he left he said that when he returned he would 
like to obtain the picture a 1 had shown him, that h« would pay m for this and that he 
meant not for copies only but that he would pay m well. I agreed. I think h» 3 *ea the 
possibilities of the formula I have had ia mind since proponing it to CBS in the in winter 
ot 1965-6 aad of the visual evidence I have if aot *lso the history of obtaining this evidence. 
I can so* no reason for hi* having lied ia saying he had to return to f’raaee tomorrow, 11/29, 
oa ia saying he would b* back in February to shoot, tfhea he then asked about our getting 
together again ia the first, which is only the third day after ho had said he was flying 
the ocaai, although I said nothing 1 took this an an indication of hiss recognitition of 
these TV possibilities and an interest in uoing the*. 

lie lias a good grounding ia what ia generally believe about the JM assassination. 

I did not aak his all he had iatervitswed. 



